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Abstract— the Government of India appointed the
Education Commission in 1964 to provide recommendations
for the development of education and the establishment of a
well-organized National System of Education. Following the
formation of the Janata Party government in March 1977, a
draft of the National Education Policy (NEP) was presented in
Parliament in April 1979. However, the policy remained
unimplemented due to a change in government in 1980, when
the Indian National Congress returned to power. The Preface
to the National Education Policy, 1979 emphasized that an
ideal education system should enable individuals to recognize
their physical and intellectual abilities and facilitate their
maximum development. Since Independence, India has
witnessed several educational reforms, with the National
Education Policy of 1968 playing a pivotal role in shaping the
country's educational framework Nevertheless, many of its
recommendations could not be effectively implemented. As a
result, education failed to reach all sections of society, and the
desired expansion and improvement in educational quality
were not fully achieved. Recognizing these limitations, the
Government of India introduced the National Policy on
Education (NPE), 1986 to address emerging educational
challenges and changing societal needs. The policy proposed a
comprehensive framework for a National System of Education
aimed at ensuring equitable access, improving educational
quality, promoting national integration, and fostering the
holistic development of learners. In the twenty-first century,
India introduced the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
which seeks to transform the education system by making it
more flexible, multidisciplinary, inclusive, learner-centered,
and globally competitive. The policy aims to enhance the
quality of education, encourage creativity, critical thinking,
and skill development, and establish India as a global
knowledge superpower while ensuring equitable educational
opportunities for all citizens.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Education is the cornerstone of national development
and plays a vital role in Shaping an enlightened, skilled,
and responsible society.
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It is a continuous process that facilitates the intellectual,
moral, social, emotional, and economic development of
individuals. Since attaining independence in 1947, India
has made sustained efforts to reform its education system in
order to meet the aspirations of a democratic, secular, and
progressive nation. Consequently, educational policies have
been formulated from time to time to improve access,
quality, equity, and excellence in education.

The National Education Policy (NEP) serves as the
guiding framework for educational planning and reform in
India. It defines the vision, objectives, priorities, and
implementation strategies required for the systematic
development of education at all levels. The primary aim of
a national education policy is to establish a comprehensive
education system that responds effectively to the changing
social, economic, scientific, and technological needs of the
country.

The National Policy on Education (1968) was the first
comprehensive education policy formulated after
independence. It was based on the recommendations of the
Education Commission (1964—66), popularly known as
the Kothari Commission, and emphasized equal
educational opportunities, national integration, the three-
language formula, and the improvement of educational
quality. Although the policy laid a strong foundation for
educational reform, many of its recommendations could not
be implemented effectively due to administrative, financial,
and structural constraints.

Recognizing these limitations, the Government of India
introduced the National Policy on Education (1986) to
address the emerging educational challenges of a rapidly
changing society. The policy focused onuniversalization of
elementary education, women's empowerment, adult
literacy, teacher education, vocational education,
educational technology, and the promotion of equality and
social justice. It also emphasized the development of
human resources through quality education and lifelong
learning.

In response to the demands of the twenty-first century,
the Government of India introduced the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, replacing the 1986 Policy.
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The new policy represents a transformative vision for
Indian education by promoting multidisciplinary learning,
flexibility in curriculum, experiential learning, digital
education, skill development, research and innovation, and
holistic development. It aims to create an inclusive,
equitable, and learner-centred education system aligned
with global standards while preserving India's cultural
heritage and constitutional values.

The National Education Policy has significantly
influenced the development of Indian education by

expanding educational opportunities, improving
institutional quality, strengthening teacher education,
encouraging inclusive education, and integrating

technology into teaching and learning. It has also
contributed to enhancing educational governance and
promoting sustainable national development through
human resource development.

This paper examines the evolution of the National
Education Policy in India, with particular reference to the
policies of 1968, 1986, and 2020. It highlights their
objectives, salient features, implementation strategies,
achievements, and contribution to the development of
education in India.

The next section will be "National Education Policy

Qs e Afd)", translated into formal academic

English while preserving the original content and research
style.

II. MAJOR FEATURES OF THE NATIONAL EDUCATION
PoLicy

The National Education Policy (NEP) has introduced
several progressive reforms aimed at improving the quality,
accessibility, inclusiveness, and relevance of education in
India. The major features of the policy are discussed below.

¢ Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education

The policy promotes the holistic development of learners
by integrating academic knowledge with life skills, values,
ethics, arts, sports, vocational education, and co-curricular
activities.

It removes the rigid separation between arts, science,
commerce, and vocational streams, enabling students to
pursue multidisciplinary learning according to their
interests and abilities.

¢ Universal Access and Equity

Ensuring universal access to education is one of the
central features of the policy.
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It aims to provide equal educational opportunities to all
learners, particularly girls, Scheduled Castes (SCs),
Scheduled Tribes (STs), minorities, children with
disabilities, and socio-economically disadvantaged groups.
The policy seeks to reduce educational inequalities and
promote social justice.

¢ Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE)

Recognizing the importance of early learning, the policy
emphasizes universal access to quality Early Childhood
Care and Education. It advocates play-based, activity-
based, and experiential learning to strengthen children's
cognitive, emotional, and social development during their
formative years.

¢ Flexible Curriculum and Pedagogy

The policy introduces flexibility in curriculum design by
allowing students to choose subjects according to their
interests and career aspirations. It encourages competency-
based, experiential, and learner-centered teaching methods
that promote creativity, critical thinking, communication,
and problem-solving skills.

¢ Skill-Based and Vocational Education

A major feature of the policy is the integration of
vocational education into mainstream schooling. Students
are encouraged to acquire practical knowledge, technical
skills, entrepreneurship, and employability skills through
internships, hands-on learning, and industry collaboration.

% Promotion of Indian Knowledge Systems

The policy emphasizes the preservation and promotion
of India's rich cultural heritage, traditional knowledge
systems, indigenous languages, arts, literature, and
constitutional values. It seeks to integrate Indian
Knowledge Systems (IKS) into school and higher
education curricula while promoting national identity and
cultural awareness.

¢ Technology-Enabled Education

The policy encourages the extensive use of Information
and Communication Technology (ICT), digital platforms,
virtual laboratories, online learning, artificial intelligence,
and educational software to improve teaching-learning
processes, assessment, and educational administration. It
also supports blended learning and digital literacy.

s Teacher Empowerment and Professional Development

Teachers are recognized as the most important resource
in the education system.



N 2

IJRDET

International Journal of Recent Development in Engineering and Technology
Website: www.ijrdet.com (ISSN 2347-6435 (Online) Volume 15, Issue 09, September 2026)

The policy emphasizes high-quality teacher education,
continuous professional development, merit-based
recruitment, academic autonomy, and improved working
conditions to enhance teaching effectiveness and
educational quality.

s Competency-Based Assessment

The policy recommends transforming the assessment
system from rote memorization to competency-based
evaluation. It encourages formative assessment, continuous
evaluation, conceptual understanding, analytical thinking,
and application of knowledge in real-life situations.

*» Research, Innovation, and Higher Education Reforms

The policy promotes multidisciplinary research,
innovation, academic flexibility, institutional autonomy,
and international collaboration in higher education. It also
supports the establishment of research-oriented institutions
and encourages a culture of inquiry, scientific temper, and
innovation among students and researchers.

*» Inclusive and Equitable Education

The policy ensures that every learner receives quality
education regardless of socio-economic background,
language, gender, disability, or geographical location. It
proposes special educational support, scholarships,
infrastructure development, and inclusive practices to
improve participation and learning outcomes among
disadvantaged groups.

¢ Lifelong Learning

The National Education Policy recognizes education as a
lifelong process. It promotes adult education, continuing
education, online learning opportunities, and flexible
learning pathways that enable individuals to continuously
upgrade their knowledge and skills throughout their lives.

The major features of the National Education Policy
reflect a learner-centered, inclusive, flexible, and future-
oriented approach to education. By integrating quality
education, technology, skill development, research,
innovation, and Indian knowledge systems, the policy seeks
to prepare responsible, competent, and globally competitive
citizens capable of contributing to national development.

III. ACHIEVEMENTS AND IMPACT OF THE NATIONAL
EDUCATION POLICY

The National Education Policy (NEP) has made a
significant contribution to the development of the Indian
education system by improving access, enhancing quality,
promoting equity, and encouraging innovation.
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Over the years, the various National Education
Policies—particularly those of 1968, 1986, and 2020—
have played a crucial role in transforming education to
meet the changing needs of society and the nation.

» Expansion of Educational Opportunities

One of the major achievements of the National
Education Policy has been the expansion of educational
opportunities across the country. Schools, colleges,
universities, and professional institutions have increased
considerably, making education more accessible to children
and youth from both urban and rural areas.

» Universalization of Elementary Education

The policy hassignificantly strengthened efforts toward
Universal Elementary Education (UEE) by promoting
free and compulsory education for children. Various
government initiatives inspired by the policy have
contributed to increased enrolment, improved retention, and
a reduction in school dropout rates.

» Promotion of Inclusive Education

The National Education Policy has promoted educational
inclusion by providing equal opportunities to girls,
Scheduled Castes (SCs), Scheduled Tribes (STs),
minorities, children with disabilities, and other socio-
economically disadvantaged groups. Scholarship
programmes, residential schools, special assistance, and
inclusive educational practices have helped reduce
educational inequalities.

» Improvement in Educational Quality

The policy has emphasized curriculum reform, learner-
centered pedagogy, competency-based assessment, and
continuous teacher development. These initiatives have
improved the quality of teaching and learning and
encouraged a shift from rote memorization to conceptual
understanding, critical thinking, and problem-solving.

» Strengthening Teacher Education

Teacher education has received considerable attention
under successive education policies. Improved pre-service
and in-service training programmes, continuous
professional development, and enhanced teacher
accountability have contributed to strengthening the
teaching profession and improving classroom practices.

» Promotion of Skill Development

The policy has successfully integrated vocational and
skill-based education into mainstream education.
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By encouraging practical learning, entrepreneurship,
internships, and industry collaboration, it has enhanced
students' employability and prepared them for the changing
demands of the labour market.

» Integration of Technology in Education

The National Education Policy has accelerated the
integration of Information and Communication Technology
(ICT), digital learning platforms, online education, virtual
laboratories, and artificial intelligence into teaching and
learning. These initiatives have expanded access to quality
education and supported flexible and blended learning
environments.

» Growth of Higher Education and Research

The policy has encouraged multidisciplinary education,
institutional autonomy, research, innovation, and
international collaboration in higher education. Reforms
such as the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC), multiple
entry and exit options, and the establishment of the
National Research Foundation (NRF) are expected to
further strengthen India's higher education system.

» Promotion of Indian Knowledge Systems

The policy has revived interest in Indian Knowledge
Systems (IKS) by promoting Indian languages, culture,
arts, traditional knowledge, and constitutional values. This
approach strengthens national identity while encouraging
learners to appreciate India's rich cultural heritage.

» Contribution to National Development

By improving literacy, educational quality, skill
development, research, innovation, and human resource
development, the National Education Policy has made a
significant contribution to India's social, economic, and
technological progress. It has helped prepare citizens
capable of participating effectively in nation-building and
sustainable development.

The National Education Policy has transformed the
educational landscape by making education more
accessible, inclusive, flexible, and learner-centered. It has
encouraged educational innovation, strengthened
institutional governance, promoted research, and aligned
the education system with national priorities and global
standards. The policy continues to serve as a guiding
framework for educational reforms and plays a vital role in
achieving India's vision of becoming a knowledge-based
society.
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IV. CONCLUSION

The National Education Policy represents a landmark in
the evolution of India's education system. From the
recommendations of the Education Commission (1964—
66) to the implementation of the National Policies on
Education of 1968, 1986, and the National Education
Policy 2020, cach policy has contributed significantly to
expanding educational opportunities, improving quality,
promoting equity, and strengthening national development.

The National Policy on Education, 1986 laid the
foundation for universal elementary education, teacher
education reforms, women's empowerment, educational
technology, and inclusive education. Building upon these
achievements, the National Education Policy 2020
introduced transformative reforms such as multidisciplinary
education, competency-based learning, flexible curricula,
digital education, skill development, research, innovation,
and holistic learner development.

The policy recognizes education as the most powerful
instrument for social transformation, economic growth,
cultural preservation, and humanresource development. It
seeks to create an education system that is equitable,
inclusive, learner-centered, and globally competitive while
remaining rooted in India's constitutional values and
cultural heritage.

Although several challenges remain in the effective
implementation of educational reforms—including
infrastructure development, teacher capacity building,
digital inclusion, and adequate financial investment—the
National Education Policy provides a comprehensive
roadmap for addressing these issues through collaborative
efforts by governments, educational institutions, teachers,
communities, and other stakeholders.

In conclusion, the National Education Policy is not
merely an educational reform document but a national
development strategy. Its successful implementation has
the potential to transform India into a knowledge-driven,
innovative, and self-reliant nation by nurturing responsible,
skilled, ethical, and globally competent citizens capable of
meeting the challenges of the twenty-first century.
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