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Abstract--William Shakespeare (1564-1616)and William 

Wordsworth (1770-1850) though separated by over two 

centuries stand as the 2 towering William  of English 

literature. Shakespeare  was the Master of human nature. He 

specialized in drama and human complexities. He wrote 38 

plays, tragedies, comedies and histories. Hamlet, Othello, King 

Lear and Macbeth  are his famous tragedies. He wrote a 

sequence of 154 sonnets exploring love, time and mortality. He 

created over 1,700 words and phrases still used today. 

Wordsworth is a poet of nature and emotion. He was the 

leader of the English Romantic movement is work focused on 

the relationship between nature and human personality. His 

specialty using simple language to express emotional and 

philosophical truth. He saw nature has a living entity that 

provides inspiration  and comfort. His characterized by 

emotion recollected in tranquility. His key specialty areas are 

nature poetry, wandered lonely has a cloud (Daffodils ) 

Tintern Abbey. Prelude is autobiographical poetry. Lyrical 

ballads (with Coleridge) marked the start of English 

Romanticism emphasizing nature and emotion. An attempt is 

made in this article to compare and contrast their talents. 
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I. INTODUCTION 

While separated by over two centuries, William 

Shakespeare (1564–1616) and William Wordsworth (1770–

1850) stand as the two towering "Williams" of English 

literature. Though they worked in completely different 

genres and eras—Shakespeare as the Elizabethan dramatist 

and Wordsworth as the Romantic poet—both possessed an 

all-encompassing vision of the human condition and left a 

lasting legacy to readers. Here is an analysis of the 

Williams Duo and their respective specialties.  

1. William Shakespeare: The Master of Human Nature 

Shakespeare is considered the greatest playwright and 

poet in the English language. His specialty is psychological 

insight, dramatic versatility, and the ability to capture 

human emotion. 

Specialty: Drama and Human Complexity: Shakespeare's 

38 plays—tragedies, comedies, and histories—explore the 

human experience.  

He wrote about a range of characters, from kings to 

clowns, capturing jealousy, love, ambition, and madness. 

Theatrical Innovation: Shakespeare created complex 

characters who struggled with inner conflicts. 

Use of Language: Shakespeare created over 1,700 words 

and phrases still used today, such as "all that glitters is not 

gold". 

Universal Appeal: His works are considered timeless. 

 Key Speciality Areas: 

Tragedies: Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Macbeth. 

Sonnets: A sequence of 154 sonnets exploring love, time, 

and mortality.  

2. William Wordsworth: The Poet of Nature and Emotion  

Wordsworth was a leader of the English Romantic 

movement. His work focused on the relationship between 

nature and human personality. His specialty was using 

simple language to express emotional and philosophical 

truths. 

Specialty: Nature and Emotion: Wordsworth saw nature as 

a living entity that provides inspiration and comfort. His 

work is characterized by "emotion recollected in 

tranquility". 

The Common Man: Wordsworth wrote about the feelings of 

humble, rural individuals (e.g., "The Solitary Reaper" or 

"Michael"). 

Romanticism & Internal Experience: Wordsworth focused 

on personal emotions, imagination, and the "growth of a 

poet’s mind," seen in The Prelude. 

Simple Language: He used the "language really used by 

men," differing from the elevated style of 18th-century 

poetry. 

Key Speciality Areas: 

Nature Poetry: I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud (Daffodils), 

Tintern Abbey. 

Autobiographical Poetry: The Prelude.  
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Comparative Summary: The Two Williams 

Feature  William Shakespeare (1564-1616) William 

Wordsworth (1770-1850) 

Era  Elizabethan / Renaissance Romanticism 

Primary Form Playwright (Drama) & Sonnets Lyric 

Poet (Nature) 

Specialty Psychological complexity & Action Inner 

emotion & Nature's influence 

Focus  "All the world's a stage" (External/Social) "The 

human mind" (Internal/Spiritual) 

Language Metaphorical, Rhetorical, Innovative 

Simple, Direct, "Common Speech" 

Nature Background for human action A living 

teacher/spirit 

Interrelation 

Wordsworth is influenced by Shakespeare. Both are 

described as "Bards" of English literature. Wordsworth 

inherited Shakespeare's ability to show how humans 

survive adversity and loss. While Shakespeare's characters 

are "all-encompassing," Wordsworth focuses on the human 

mind’s ability to find joy and calm through memory and 

nature. 

William Shakespeare 

- Dramatist Extraordinaire: Master of plays like 

Hamlet, Macbeth, and Romeo and Juliet 

- Poet of Human Emotions: Sonnets and narrative 

poems exploring love, power, and mortality 

- Language Innovator: Coined phrases like "break a 

leg" and "wild goose chase" 

## William Wordsworth - Nature's Poet: Lode star of 

Romanticism with Lynical Ballads and The Prelude 

- Emotional Explorer: Focused on individual experience 

and emotional depth 

- Poetic Philosopher: Writings on nature, beauty, and 

human connection 

## Shared Traits 

- Emotional Resonance: Both captured human emotions 

with profound impact 

- Literary Influence: Shaped English literature in lasting 

ways 

- Imagination and Insight: Used vivid imagery to explore 

complex themes 

- Literary Canon: Both are central to English literature, 

studied globally. 

- Cultural Influence: Their works are adapted into films, 

plays, and media, showcasing enduring appeal. 

- Inspiring Creativity: Emphasis on human experience and 

emotion inspires artists and writers. 

- Coleridge and Keats: Wordsworth's emphasis on emotion 

and nature influenced these poets and others like Emily 

Dickinson. 

- Environmental Writing: Wordsworth's nature themes 

influenced environmental and nature writers. 

- Everyday Language: Wordsworth used simple language, 

making poetry more accessible. 

- Focus on Human Experience: His poems explore 

universal emotions, resonating with diverse readers. 

[23:57, 03/04/2026] +91 63033 29649: William 

Shakespeare's Legacy and Influence 

Shakespeare's impact on literature and culture is 

immense. Here's a detailed look: 

### Dramatic Influence 

- Theatre Cornerstone: Plays like Hamlet, Macbeth, and 

Romeo and Juliet remain staples of theatre, influencing 

drama and storytelling. 

- Tragedy and Comedy: Shakespeare's genres have shaped 

Western drama, with plays like Othello and A Midsummer 

Night's Dream becoming archetypes. 

- Influence on Playwriting: Playwrights like George 

Bernard Shaw, Samuel Beckett, and Tom Stoppard drew 

inspiration from Shakespeare's structure and themes. 

### Language and Idiom 

- Phrases in Everyday Use: "Break a leg," "wild goose 

chase," and "heart of gold" are part of everyday language. 

- Word Coinage: Shakespeare introduced over 1,700 words 

into English, like "assassination" and "freak." 

- Poetic Language: His use of metaphor, imagery, and 

iambic pentameter influenced English poetry. 

### Character Psychology 

- Complex Characters: Hamlet, Lady Macbeth, and Falstaff 

are studied for their psychological depth. 



 
International Journal of Recent Development in Engineering and Technology 

Website: www.ijrdet.com (ISSN 2347-6435 (Online) Volume 15, Issue 04, April 2026) 

123 

- Influence on Character Development: Writers like 

Dickens, Dostoyevsky, and Toni Morrison drew inspiration 

from Shakespeare's characterizations. 

- Archetypal Characters: Characters like the tragic hero 

and the clever servant have become cultural archetypes. 

### Influence on Writers 

- John Milton: Paradise Lost shows Shakespearean 

influences in epic scope and character complexity. 

- Romantic Poets: Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Keats 

admired Shakespeare's imagination and emotional depth. 

- Modern Writers: George Bernard Shaw, Virginia Woolf, 

and Toni Morrison have engaged with Shakespearean 

themes. 

- Global Influence: Writers like Goethe (Germany), 

Pushkin (Russia), and Borges (Argentina) were influenced 

by Shakespeare. 

## William Wordsworth's Legacy and Influence 

Wordsworth's focus on nature and emotion reshaped 

poetry and literary thought. 

### Romanticism Pioneer 

- Lynical Ballads (with Coleridge): Marked the start of 

English Romanticism, emphasizing nature and emotion. 

- Nature Focus: Poems like "I Wandered Lonely as a 

Cloud" highlight nature's beauty and emotional resonance. 

- Influence on Romantic Movement: Inspired poets like 

Byron, Shelley, and Keats with his emphasis on emotion 

and nature. 

### Poetic Influence 

- Coleridge and Keats: Wordsworth's emphasis on emotion 

and nature influenced these poets and others like Emily 

Dickinson. 

- Environmental Writing: Wordsworth's nature themes 

influenced environmental and nature writers like Thoreau 

and Gary Snyder. 

- Modern Poetry: Poets like Robert Frost, Sylvia Plath, and 

Ted Hughes drew inspiration from Wordsworth's focus on 

nature and emotion. 

### Democratization of Poetry 

- Everyday Language: Wordsworth used simple language, 

making poetry more accessible. 

 

- Focus on Human Experience: His poems explore 

universal emotions, resonating with diverse readers. 

- Influence on Poetic Form: Wordsworth's use of blank 

verse and lyrical ballads influenced poetic forms. 

## Shared Impact 

- Literary Canon: Both are central to English literature, 

studied globally. 

- Cultural Influence: Their works are adapted into films, 

plays, and media, showcasing enduring appeal. 

- Inspiring Creativity: Emphasis on human experience and 

emotion inspires artists and writers. 

Would you like specific examples or further expansion? 

       

Do you want to explore their influence on a particular genre 

or movement? 

[23:57, 03/04/2026] +91 63033 29649: ## William 

Shakespeare's Legacy and Influence 

Shakespeare's impact on literature and culture is 

immense. Here's a detailed look: 

### Dramatic Influence 

- Theatre Cornerstone: Plays like Hamlet, Macbeth, and 

Romeo and Juliet remain staples of theatre, influencing 

drama and storytelling. 

- Tragedy and Comedy: Shakespeare's genres have shaped 

Western drama, with plays like Othello and A Midsummer 

Night's Dream becoming archetypes. 

- Influence on Playwriting: Playwrights like George 

Bernard Shaw, Samuel Beckett, and Tom Stoppard drew 

inspiration from Shakespeare's structure and themes. 

- Adaptations and Reimagining’s: Works like West Side 

Story (Romeo and Juliet) and A Thousand Acres (King 

Lear) showcase Shakespeare's enduring influence. 

### Language and Idiom 

- Phrases in Everyday Use: "Break a leg," "wild goose 

chase," and "heart of gold" are part of everyday language. 

- Word Coinage: Shakespeare introduced over 1,700 words 

into English, like "assassination" and "freak." 

- Poetic Language: His use of metaphor, imagery, and 

iambic pentameter influenced English poetry. 
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- Influence on English Language: Shakespeare's language 

has shaped English syntax, vocabulary, and idioms. 

### Character Psychology 

- Complex Characters: Hamlet, Lady Macbeth, and Falstaff 

are studied for their psychological depth. 

- Influence on Character Development: Writers like 

Dickens, Dostoyevsky, and Toni Morrison drew inspiration 

from Shakespeare's characterizations. 

- Archetypal Characters: Characters like the tragic hero 

and the clever servant have become cultural archetypes. 

- Psychoanalytic Theory: Shakespeare's works influenced 

psychoanalytic thinkers like Sigmund Freud. 

### Influence on Writers 

- John Milton: Paradise Lost shows Shakespearean 

influences in epic scope and character complexity. 

- Romantic Poets: Wordsworth, Coleridge, and Keats 

admired Shakespeare's imagination and emotional depth. 

- Modern Writers: George Bernard Shaw, Virginia Woolf, 

and Toni Morrison have engaged with Shakespearean 

themes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Global Influence: Writers like Goethe (Germany), 

Pushkin (Russia), and Borges (Argentina) were influenced 

by Shakespeare. 

- Postcolonial Writers: Authors like Whole Soyinka and 

Derek Walcott have remained Shakespeare's works in 

postcolonial contexts. 

## William Wordsworth's Legacy and Influence 

Wordsworth's focus on nature and emotion reshaped poetry 

and literary thought. 

### Romanticism Pioneer 

- Lyrical Ballads (with Coleridge): Marked the start of 

English Romanticism, emphasizing nature and emotion. 

- Nature Focus: Poems like "I Wandered Lonely as a 

Cloud" highlight nature's beauty and emotional resonance. 

- Influence on Romantic Movement: Inspired poets like 

Byron, Shelley, and Keats with his emphasis on emotion 

and nature. 
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